
§ 16-11-127 (2018) Carrying weapons in unauthorized locations 
(a) As used in this Code section, the term: 
(1) "Courthouse" means a building occupied by judicial courts and containing rooms in which judicial proceedings are 
held. 
(2) "Government building" means: 
(A) The building in which a government entity is housed; 
(B) The building where a government entity meets in its official capacity; provided, however, that if such building is not a 
publicly owned building, such building shall be considered a government building for the purposes of this Code section 
only during the time such government entity is meeting at such building; or 
(C) The portion of any building that is not a publicly owned building that is occupied by a government entity. 
(3) "Government entity" means an office, agency, authority, department, commission, board, body, division, 
instrumentality, or institution of the state or any county, municipal corporation, consolidated government, or local 
board of education within this state. 
(4) "Parking facility" means real property owned or leased by a government entity, courthouse, jail, prison, or place of 
worship that has been designated by such government entity, courthouse, jail, prison, or place of worship for the 
parking of motor vehicles at a government building or at such courthouse, jail, prison, or place of worship. 
(b) Except as provided in Code Section 16-11-127.1 and subsection (d) or (e) of this Code section, a person shall be guilty 
of carrying a weapon or long gun in an unauthorized location and punished as for a misdemeanor when he or she carries 
a weapon or long gun while: 
(1) In a government building as a non-license holder; 
(2) In a courthouse; 
(3) In a jail or prison; 
(4) In a place of worship, unless the governing body or authority of the place of worship permits the carrying of weapons 
or long guns by license holders; 
(5) In a state mental health facility as defined in Code Section 37-1-1 which admits individuals on an involuntary basis for 
treatment of mental illness, developmental disability, or addictive disease; provided, however, that carrying a weapon 
or long gun in such location in a manner in compliance with paragraph (3) of subsection (d) of this Code section shall not 
constitute a violation of this subsection; 
(6) On the premises of a nuclear power facility, except as provided in Code Section 16-11-127.2, and the punishment 
provisions of Code Section 16-11-127.2 shall supersede the punishment provisions of this Code section; or 
(7) Within 150 feet of any polling place when elections are being conducted and such polling place is being used as a 
polling place as provided for in paragraph (27) of Code Section 21-2-2, except as provided in subsection (i) of Code 
Section 21-2-413. 
(c) A license holder or person recognized under subsection (e) of Code Section 16-11-126 shall be authorized to carry a 
weapon as provided in Code Section 16-11-135 and in every location in this state not listed in subsection (b) or 
prohibited by subsection (e) of this Code section; provided, however, that private property owners or persons in legal 
control of private property through a lease, rental greement, licensing agreement, contract, or any other agreement to 
control access to such private property shall have the right to exclude or eject a person who is in possession of a weapon 
or long gun on their private property In accordance with paragraph (3) of subsection (b) of Code Section 16-7-21, except 
as provided in Code Section 16-11-135.  A violation of subsection (b) of this Code section shall not create or give rise to a 
civil action for damages.  (d) Subsection (b) of this Code section shall not apply: 
(1) To the use of weapons or long guns as exhibits In a legal proceeding, provided such weapons or long guns are 
secured and handled as directed by the personnel providing courtroom security or the judge hearing the case; 
(2) To a license holder who approaches security or management personnel upon arrival at a location described in 
subsection (b) of this Code section and notifies such security or management personnel of the presence of the weapon 
or long gun and explicitly follows the security or management personnel's direction for removing, securing, storing, or 
temporarily surrendering such weapon or long gun; and 
(3) To a weapon or long gun possessed by a license holder which is under the possessor's control in a motor vehicle or is 
in a locked compartment of a motor vehicle or one which is in a locked container in or a locked firearms rack which is on 
a motor vehicle and such vehicle is parked in a parking facility. 
(e) (1) A license holder shall be authorized to carry a weapon in a government building when the government building is 
open for business and where ingress into such building is not restricted or screened by security personnel. A license 
holder who enters or attempts to enter a government building carrying a weapon where ingress is restricted or screened 



by security personnel shall be guilty of a misdemeanor If at least one member of such security personnel is certified as a 
peace officer pursuant to Chapter 8 of Title 35; provided, however, that a license holder who immediately exits such 
building or immediately leaves such location upon notification of his or her failure to clear security due to the carrying of 
a weapon shall not be guilty of violating this subsection or paragraph (1) of subsection (b) of this Code section. A person 
who is not a license holder and who attempts to enter a government building carrying a weapon shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor. 
(2) Any license holder who violates subsection (b) of this Code section in a place of worship shall not be arrested but 
shall be fined not more-than $100.00. Any person-who-is-not-a license holder who violates subsection (b) of this Code 
section in a place of worship shall be punished as for a misdemeanor. 
 (f) Nothing in this Code section shall in any way operate or be construed to affect, repeal, or limit the exemptions 
provided for under Code Section 16-11-130.  § 16-11-126 (2018). Having or carrying handguns, long guns, or other 
weapons; license requirement; exceptions for homes, motor vehicles, private property, and other locations and 
conditions (a) Any person who is not prohibited by law from possessing a handgun or long gun may have or carry on his 
or her person a weapon or long gun on his or her property or inside his or her home, motor vehicle, or place of business 
without a valid weapons carry license. 
(b) Any person who is not prohibited by law from possessing a handgun or long gun may have or carry on his or her 
person a long gun without a valid weapons carry license, provided that if the long gun is loaded, it shall only be carried in 
an open and fully exposed manner. 
(c) Any person who is not prohibited by law from possessing a handgun or long gun may have or carry any handgun 
provided that it is enclosed in a case and unloaded. 
(d) Any person who is not prohibited by law from possessing a handgun or long gun who is eligible for a weapons carry 
license may transport a handgun or long gun in any private passenger motor vehicle; provided, however, that private 
property owners or persons in legal control of private property through a lease, rental agreement, licensing agreement, 
contract, or any other agreement to control access to such private property shall have the right to exclude or eject a 
person who is in possession of a weapon or long gun on their private property in accordance with paragraph (3) of 
subsection (b) of Code Section 16-7-21, except as provided in Code Section 16-11-135. 
(e) (1) (A) Any person licensed to carry a weapon in any other state whose laws recognize and give effect to a license 
issued pursuant to this part shall be authorized to carry a weapon in this state, but only-while the-licensee-is-not-a-
resident of-this state provided, however, that 
(i) Such licensee licensed to carry a weapon in any other state shall carry the weapon in compliance with the laws of this 
state; and 
(ii) No other state shall be required to recognize and give effect to a license issued pursuant to this part that is held by a 
person who is younger than 21 years of age. 
(B) The Attorney General shall create and maintain on the Department of Law's website a list of states whose laws 
recognize and give effect to a license issued pursuant to this part. 
 (2) Any person who is not a weapons carry license holder in this state and who is licensed to carry a weapon in any 
other state whose laws recognize and give effect to a license issued pursuant to this part shall be authorized to carry a 
weapon in this state for 90 days after he or she becomes a resident of this state; provided, however, that such person 
shall carry the weapon in compliance with the laws of this state, shall as soon as practicable submit a weapons carry 
license application as provided for under Code Section 16-11-129, and shall remain licensed in such other state for the 
duration of time that he or she is a resident of this state but not a weapons carry license holder in this state. 
(f) (1) Any person with a valid hunting or fishing license on his or her person, or any person not required by law to have a 
hunting or fishing license, who is engaged in legal hunting, fishing, or sport shooting when the person has the permission 
of the owner of the land on which the activities are being conducted may have or carry on his or her person a weapon or 
long gun without a valid weapons carry license while hunting, fishing, or engaging in sport shooting. 
(2) Any person with a valid hunting or fishing license on his or her person, or any person not required by law to have a 
hunting or fishing license, who is otherwise engaged in legal hunting, fishing, or sport shooting on recreational or wildlife 
management areas owned by this state may have or carry on his or her person a knife without a valid weapons carry 
license while engaging in such hunting, fishing, or sport shooting. 
(g) Notwithstanding Code Sections 12-3-10, 27-3-1.1, 27-3-6, and 16-12-122 through 16-12-127, any person with a valid 
weapons carry license may carry a weapon in all parks, historic sites, or recreational areas, as such term is defined in 
Code Section 12-3-10, Including all publicly owned buildings located in such parks, historic sites, and recreational areas, 



in wildlife management areas, and on public transportation; provided, however, that a person shall not carry a handgun 
into a place where it is prohibited by federal law. 
(h) (1) No person shall carry a weapon without a valid weapons carry license unless he or she meets one of the 
exceptions to having such license as provided in subsections (a) through (g) of this Code section, 
(2) A person commits the offense of carrying a weapon without a license when he or she violates the provisions of 
paragraph (1) of this subsection. 
(i) Upon conviction of the offense of carrying a weapon without a valid weapons carry license, a person shall be 
punished as follows: 
(1) For the first offense, he or she shall be guilty of a misdemeanor; and 
(2) For the second offense within five years, as measured from the dates of previous arrests for which convictions were 
obtained to the date of the current arrest for which a conviction is obtained, and for any subsequent offense, he or she 
shall be guilty of a felony and, upon conviction thereof, shall be imprisoned for not less than two years and not more 
than five years. 
(j) Nothing in this Code section shall in any way operate or be construed to affect, repeal, or limit the 
exemptions provided for under Code Section-16-11-130. 
 
32 STATES WHICH HAVE RECIPROCAL AGREEMENTS WITH GEORGIA: 
Alabama, Alaska*, Arizona*, Arkansas, Colorado*, Florida*, Idaho, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana*, Maine, 
Michigan, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, New Hampshire, North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, 
Pennsylvania, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Virginia*, West Virginia, Wisconsin* and Wyoming. 
*Alaska, Arizona , Colorado, Florida, Louisiana, Virginia and Wisconsin recognize only those Georgia licenses issued to 
persons 21 years of age or older; Georgia recognizes all Alaska, Arizona, Colorado, Florida, Louisiana, Virginia and 
Wisconsin licenses. 


