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DADE COUNTY COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING

NOVEMBER 6, 2008
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MR. BRANDON: I want to call the
meeting to order. As we always do, we'll have the
invocation and Pledge of Allegiance. I would like
to ask Former Commissioner John Deffenbaugh to lead
us, please.

(Thereupon, the invocation and
Pledge of Allegiance were given.)

MR. BRANDON: This is the regularly
scheduled meeting of the Dade County Commission
which takes place on the first Thursday of every
month. Proper notice of this meeting was given to
the legal organ of Dade County and has been posted
in the hallway of the Administration Building. I'll
call the roll and have it recorded by the clerk.
Mr. Lowery?

MR. LOWERY: Here.

MR. BRANDON: Ms. Moore?

MS. MOORE: Here.

MR. BRANDON: Mr. Young?

MR. YOUNG: Here.

MR. BRANDON: Mr. Pittman is absent.
He had to work tonight. The chair is present. We
have a forum and, therefore, a legal meeting.

The reading of the minutes of the

October 2008 regular meeting will not be required
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since all Commissioners have been furnished copies
in advance. The minutes are public record and
available for review in the county executive's
office. The minutes are included in the consent
agenda as with a number of other items that we
discussed at the work session. I'll ask the clerk
to read off the items on the consent agenda at this
time.

MR. TOWNSEND: The regular agenda as
amended, the approval of previous minutes, the
approval of new employees, the appointment of
Ms. Sandra Pullen to the DFACS Board, the approval
of invoices as presented, approval of New Home and
North Dade Fire Departments for capital S.P.L.0O.S.T
purchases, approval of proclamations for honor -- to
honor our local veterans during the month of
November and also a proclamation to recognize family
literacy during the month of November, approval of
the fiscal year 2009 agreement for the
transportation of the elderly nutrition program,
approval of employee handbook as amended, approval
of the resolution approving the debris management
plan for GEMA, approval of the first reading of the
proposed speed limit change to Burkhalter Gap after

an engineering and safety study is performed
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reducing the speed limit to -- to 35 miles an hour,
then to 45 miles per hour and then ultimately to

55 miles an hour, approval of -- also to reduce the
speed limit on Morgan Road, to reduce it to 15 after
the safety study has been performed, engineering
safety study has been performed and that's it.

MR. BRANDON: These are the items on
the consent agenda. To approve the consent agenda
and the minutes of the last meeting, it requires a
vote. Do I have a motion that we approve the
consent agenda?

MR. YOUNG: I make a motion we approve
the consent agenda.

MR. BRANDON: I have a motion. Is
there a second?

MS. MOORE: Okay. 1I'll second the
motion.

MR. BRANDON: I have a motion and a
second. I'll call the roll. Ms. Moore?

MS. MOORE: Yes.

MR. BRANDON: Mr. Lowery?

MR. LOWERY: Yes.

MR. BRANDON: Mr. Young?

MR. YOUNG: Yes.

MR. BRANDON: The chair votes yes. The
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consent agenda passes.

At this time we have the
administrative -- under administrative, we have
district commissioner reports, if there are any.

MR. LOWERY: I would just like to --

MR. BRANDON: The chair recognizes
Commissioner Lowery from District 1.

MR. LOWERY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
I would just like to say maybe at the next meeting,
the December meeting, it will be our final meeting.
We have three commissioners that will be leaving and
three new ones coming on. Maybe we could have
drinks, finger foods if everybody would like to
bring a little something. I'll bring some drinks.
If anybody would like to say thank you, welcome the
new ones in.

MR. BRANDON: Okay. Anybody else? 1T
have a -- the only thing T have is I want to thank
all the candidates. I mean, all the candidates, the
ones who were successful and the ones who were not,
for choosing to put themselves out and campaign as
hard as they did. T feel pretty good about the
elections here locally. There was not a lot of
acrimony. There was not a lot of mud slinging. It

was fairly reserved and that to me is the way you
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should have an election. You should have an
election based on your ideas and not on
personalities or personal things or digging around,
you know. Somebody's voting record if they're an
incumbent is fair, but, you know, I think anything
past that, it just gets ugly and I want to
congratulate everybody who participated and who is
still participating even in the runoffs for the --
for what I think was a pretty successful local
election season.

Moving on into appearances —-- well, let
me back up for a moment for those of you who weren't
here at the work session. At the work session, the
one thing that I think would be of importance to
everybody 1s we discussed the status of the
ambulance service for Dade County. We were notified
several weeks back -- Don, how long ago was that
meeting when Hutcheson came over, three weeks ago?
They came over and basically informed us that they
were getting out of the ambulance business for
business reasons because they were losing so much
money on the ambulance service and I understand
that.

We have -- since then, we have started

discussing what we're going to do with other
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counties. We have a plan. It involves some
licensing that we need to do for the county because
we've been made aware that if you want to control
your own destiny as a county in Georgia, you need

to -- you need to own the license for ambulance
service in the county and then you could sub that
out to anybody you want, because if you don't have a
license, that means that whoever is providing the
service does, which puts you at their mercy and so
we need to get our own license. We've begun working
on that.

We also have a meeting tomorrow that
myself, Commissioner Lowery and Commissioner Elect
Rumley are going to. 1It's a strategy meeting with a
couple of other counties and we expect to come out
of there with a better idea of how we're going to
move forward. It's just strategy. We're not making
any decisions. There's nobody voting and it was a
meeting that we didn't call. We were invited to it.
So we expect to come out of there with more
information than we have now. And by going in and
bidding and requesting bids with two other counties,
we expect we'll get a much better deal than we would
if we went about it on our own because based on the

traffic and the number of calls that Alex tracks
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through 911, we probably, if we went on it on our
own, would not get a sufficient response that we
could afford with just the number of calls we have
in Dade County. So it's incumbent upon us, if it
makes sense, to partner with the other counties and
that's what we'll find out tomorrow, if anybody is
interested in doing it.

Moving along to appearances, we have
the City of Trenton, official from the City of
Trenton. Is there someone here representing the
city? Do you want to represent the City,
Commissioner Elect Cervelli?

MR. CERVELLI: Mayor Harris had a wrist
operation, so he's not here tonight.

MR. BRANDON: It affected his vocal
cords?

MR. CERVELLI: No, no.

MR. BRANDON: 1I'll see him at church
and harass him about it on Sunday.

All right. We have Ms. Debbie Tinker
from the Chamber of Commerce. Is she here? We have
Mr. Allan Ward.

MR. WARD: Thank you for allowing us
the time. You've all been supplied with one of our

quarterly reports and I won't —— I won't go into it
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and read the entire report because it's pretty
lengthy. The quarterly report is quite lengthy and
I won't read it, but actually we should because it
takes away a lot from the Chamber when we don't.
There's a lot of pages here and on these pages,
there are a lot of functions that have taken place
and a lot of things that Ms. Tinker, myself and the
other volunteers at the Dade County Chamber of
Commerce have taken place in and there are lots more
to come.

I know Mr. Brandon wants an update on
the Georgia Work Ready Program. We are -- there's
going to be a meeting and I'll read you this letter.
It's short and sweet. We can no longer afford to
graduate high school students who are not ready for
college or the workplace. 1In the state of Georgia,
we have a rigorous curriculum which sets high
expectations for our students. We need to prepare
them for the best academic education that we can,
but we alsc need to prepare them to be honest,
diligent workers seeking jobs where they can
demonstrate their skills and opportunities for
career change and advancement.

I'll skip down. On November 10th of

2008, at Dade County High School, there will be a
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meeting of the Georgia Work Ready Program with Dade
County High School and Mr. Al Hutchens who heads
that program up. This is a program that Dade County
needs desperately and we would like your support on
it. So if any of you can make this meeting, we
would love for you to be there.

The Dade County Chamber of Commerce is
involved in local, regional and state organizations
and are planning a resource fair for displaced
workers to be held at the American Legion on
November 17th from 2:00 until 8:00 p.m. There will
be information on various services, how to access
services and which agencies to seek out in the next
months as Shaw transitions out of Dade County.

We've been in numerous meetings with
Mr. Cervelli and the Department of Labor and several
other organizations to put this fair together and
basically it's all the people that these people will
need to know to get done what they need to do to
make it until they get another job and hopefully we
can fill that slot soon with new business coming to
this county. That's what we're striving for.

The Chamber of Commerce has been
working with Al Abernathy of the Georgia Department

of Labor to organize for the workers from Shaw to
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use the American Legion in groups of 30 to 40 over a
period of three days, December 10th through the
12th, to file their unemployment and will furnish
bags for unemployed with resource information. The
Chamber will have representatives from United Way of
Chattanooga's 211 service to speak at a business
luncheon open to the community on November 21st at
Randy's Restaurant. The service of the United Way
will be working closely with organizations and the
Dade County Chamber to supply information on where
they can find help with local services. There's a
lot of work that went into this, guys. A lot of
meetings have been held to make sure that we get all
of the right people together for these folks to draw
from.

I would like to remind everyone of the
Dade County Christmas parade this year. The theme
is let it snow, let it snow, let it snow.
Registration forms can be picked up at the Chamber
or by calling the Chamber. Also, the Trenton DDA is
asking the stores to decorate their fronts this year
and we will be decorating the town square. I guess
I could go ahead and do this announcement for the

DDA, right, Peter? The Downtown Development

Authority also in conjunction with the Chamber of
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Commerce has moved Christmas in the Park to the
courthouse square here. They're going to decorate
the entire square, but -- and like I say, you guys
have what we have done over the past quarter, but
now we ask for your prayers for finding jobs for
these people from Shaw. We need all the help we can
get. Thank you very much. Mr. Cervelli?

MR. CERVELLI: Just to add to what you
said. It's actually for anybody, not just Shaw
workers,

MR. WARD: Not just Shaw.

MR. CERVELLI: Anybody who needs help
in relocating or transitioning to a new job or
wanting to get educated. It's not just getting a
job. It will be any one of those services including
continuing education. It's not just Dade County.
It's for Alabama and Tennessee workers as well and
the United Way 211 hotline, and it's a hotline, will
be the ongoing support. So anytime you have any
guestions about anything that you might need, local
information is being provided to the United Way
hotline 211, so they'll have information regarding
all the state agencies and federal, but also what's
available here in Dade County. You can call them

and ask, 211. So if you ever have any questions,

12
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you can always call the Chamber. They'll get you to
the right place, but that hotline is available now
and it's for anybody.

MR. WARD: And don't forget
November 10% from 11:30 to 1:00 at the high
school, the Georgia Work Ready Program. We'll have
a meeting there. Thank you very much.

MR. BRANDON: I want to thank the
Chamber for doing this.

MR. WARD: The packets are back here on
the desk if anyone wants one.

MR. BRANDON: Yeah. I want to thank
the Chamber for doing this. We were contacted the
day Shaw called us and told us they were leaving, we
contacted the RDC and I'm assuming that you're
working with the folks from the RDC to do this.

They are a great resource for us and we get -- we
really get our money's worth from them for our dues
to the RDC because they can line up the Department
of Labor to come in to counsel people and they can
bring a lot of resources to bear that we wouldn't
ordinarily have and I want to thank the Chamber for
being the intermediary on that.

I would also remind you, if you weren't

here for the work session, don't forget about the

il
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Veteran's Day parade on Saturday. It should be a
pretty good event as always and I would ask you to
come to that. There will also be a ceremony on the
square on Veteran's Day on the 1180 2 11:00 a.m.

I didn't plan it, so I didn't -- somebody else in
the post down there planned it, so I don't know
exactly what the plan is, but please come out and
join us 1if you can.

Moving on to our next appearance, we
have Ms. Connie Therrien discussing as a citizen and
not as a reporter at this time to discuss walking
dogs in the county park.

MS. THERRIEN: Most -- thank you for
giving me this opportunity as a citizen and I am
totally not with the paper at this time.

My dog, most of you have seen you
walking through here today. She is a certified
therapy dog. She can go to, well, TC Thompson or to
Erlanger. There's absolutely wonderful things that
they're doing now even with autistic children and
dogs. She can sit as a reading dog, so she's got a
lot of opportunities there, but the purpose --

MR. BRANDON: The dog can read?

MS. THERRIEN: Pardon?

MR. BRANDON: She can read?
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MS. THERRIEN: Sure.

MR. BRANDON: Too bad Ed Sullivan is
not on the air anymore. I'm just kidding. Go
ahead.

MS. THERRIEN: That's ockay. These
therapy dogs are used solely for emotional therapy
in situations where people might not have their own
animals and might miss having the comfort or
annoyance of a dog or cat with them, but she has
been certified. There's a couple of teams here.
Connie Jahr, who is a trainer down in Rising Fawn,
also has a dog that she's got certified and we're
available. Penny and I are going to the Senior
Center and to Head Start a week from Friday. So
we're starting around now.

But walking dogs in the county park, I
guess the question would be to perhaps the county
attorney, Mr. Rogers, are the signs there at the
county parks that say no dogs allowed, does that
mean on the walking track also, because I have been
confronted and told that you're not supposed to have
dogs there walking?

MR. ROGERS: I have never looked at the
issue, but I'll be happy to do that.

MS. THERRIEN: Because that might just

15
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wipe out what I'm going to ask. I would ask that
that be waived. And I understand you don't want the
dogs at the concession stand. You don't want the
dogs on those ball fields. I understand that. But
on the track itself. Walking is the best exercise
anyone can have. Walking a dog for some people is
good therapy along with good exercise. So I would
ask that the Commission waive that for a period of
three months to see if this works out. And I know
there's some questions that people might have.

We would ask that if you're going to
walk your dog, that it's a nonaggressive dog. It
doesn't have to have formal training, but it has to
be nonaggressive and that you clean up after your
dogs and I'm willing to give and stick out there
some little doggy cleanup bags. These are
biodegradable. They go into the regular trash and
people can clean up after their dogs. I thought to
mount these with a little clean up sign, doggy clean
up sign, on the back of the emergency -- police and
emergency vehicle sign that's there, so it would be
on the opposite side of the sign sort of facing the
walkway. And I would be willing to put this up
initially and then perhaps the animal board or DART

could sponsor it in the long run. It wouldn't be

16




9

10

3l

12

13

14

15

16

1=7

18

i)

20

21

22

23

24

25

17

any cost to the County.

Most dog owners, of course, they keep
their own stuff. If I have my dog with me, we've
got clean up bags in the car or I might even have
one in my pocket, but I would just ask that if the
Commission were to waive that for a period of time
and try it and see. People with vicious or
aggressive dogs don't normally walk their dog and
they sure don't walk them in a public place if they
do, so I don't think we'd have that to be concerned
with.

I would like to == if the Commission
would waive that for a certain period of time, I
would like to have maybe a quick meeting to see if
it would be okay to set up an -- advertise sort of
like a kickoff walk where people could come one
Saturday morning and anyone show up that had a dog
and maybe we could evaluate to see if those dogs
could get along with people and with other dogs and
then walk. So I ask that that be done.

MR. LOWERY: The only thing I didn't
hear was do they need to be on a leash?

MS. THERRIEN: Always. I did have four
things that -- they would always be on a leash, that

they would be nonaggressive, that people would clean
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up after them and that we would supply some clean up
bags in case people didn't bring their own.

MR. BRANDON: Okay. We didn't put this
on the agenda tonight to make a decision on this, so
we will add it to the next work session and discuss
it then.

MS. THERRIEN: Okay. That sounds good
and hopefully maybe Mr. Rogers could have some
infermation by then. Thank you.

MR. BRANDON: We're up to item number
four, which 1is fiscal matters. We'll ask the county
clerk to read the financial report:

MR. TOWNSEND: As of October 31st, the
drug education fund has a balance of 37,894; federal
asset fund, 2,517; special sheriff's fund, 35,996;
jail fund, 29,686; juvenile services fund, 13,135;
victim assistance fund, 2,311; payroll account
$91,247; general fund, 250,312; and then under the
2004 S.P.L.0.S.T we added a 2009 block there for the
Commissioners to review the new names that we ==
2009 S.P.L.0.S.T we do have bonded, namely the
construction account $3,219,634 and proceeds account
has a balance of $142,579.

Above there is the current principal

and interest and capital bond fund accounts. As you

18
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see listed, the principal and interest is 666,463;
principal and interest investments at 198,000 for a
total -- well, P&I debt service account, 25,643 for
a total principal and interest fund balance of
890,107.

The bottom is the new listing for fire
departments. The top three are listed for
S.P.L.0.S.T leases. The bottom four are for fire
departments with S.P.L.0.S.T bonds, so at this time
we have no money spent, but we have had some things
approved tonight, so that could change next time.

Moving on to page two, the active
certificates of deposit and redeemed certificates of
deposit. Page three is renewed certificates of
deposit and then page four is the general fund
revenue and expenses by department names and you
could see that with 83 -- as of October 315t with
83.33 percent of the year complete, revenues
attained at this point was 77.98 percent, which is a
little down there. Expenses attained, however, are
also down, 75.2 percent. So there's less expense --
even though there's less revenue, there's less
expense. So revenue less expenses for October equal
$367,267. Revenues less expenses year—-to-date

equals $321,765.

19
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Still are looking at the -- look at the
top there in revenues to governmental financial
administration, you see year-to-date that is short
335,000 and 300,000 of that is from the local option
sales tax. So that's been pretty rough on local
option sales tax.

MR. BRANDON: Still with that, we're
only short $35,000, $35,777 for the year. So that's
very good.

MR. TOWNSEND: Right.

MR. LOWERY: S.P.L.0O.S.T payment was
217 this month; is that right?

MR. TOWNSEND: For the principal and
interest -- I'm sorry. The bond payment?

MR. LOWERY: No, S.P.L.0.S.T
collections.

MR. TOWNSEND: Oh, yes. If you look --

MR. LOWERY: 217.

MR. TOWNSEND: == on there, it was
$217,323 collected for the month of October. The
report in between is the project variance report
breaking everything out according to the different
accounts listed and then towards the back, you see a
project -- sorry, budget versus actual report.

MR. BRANDON: Good enough. Thank you,

20
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MR. LOWERY: One more guestion.
Everyone is pointing at me up here and pointing at
that screen. When are we going to get the screen
working?

MR, TOWNSEND: It is working. They
were attempting to use it, I believe, election night
and it was --

MR. LOWERY: Didn't work then either.

MR. BRANDON: Well, it does work, but
the problem is if you don't have the software to be
able to magnify what you have on the screen, unless
you're sitting on the first three or four rows, it's
not going to work. It doesn't do you any good. So
unless somebody is going to sit there and scroll
over these reports like we've done here, you
couldn't see it where Buddy is sitting here.

MR. LOWERY: So we wasted our money
buying it?

MR. TOWNSEND: ©No. I believe we can
still use it. I just don't have a laptop out here
to be able to use it. Alex Case has offered to give
us -- or to allow me to use his laptop, but right
now we've been watching the budget and did not want

to spend the money on a laptop.
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MR. BRANDON: I don't recall voting on
buying it anyway, but that's all right.

Moving onto legal matters, I'll ask the
county attorney if there are any legal matters
outstanding.

MR. ROGERS: No, no, there are not.

MR. BRANDON: I knew you were going to
say that. That's right. I guess we're still
waiting for ==

MR. LOWERY: Same question you asked.

MR. BRANDON: Onto new business, we
have one item on new business, which is the issue of
whether or not we need to pave the locations where
we used to have some of the cans sitting around the
county and at this time, I would ask if there is a
motion on the floor to do that.

MS. MOORE: T will make a motion that
we go back and repair West Brow and North Dade as
they were before they were destroyed.

MR. BRANDON: We have a motion by
Ms. Moore. 1Is there a second?

MR. LOWERY: TI'll second it for
discussion.

MR. BRANDON: We have a motion and a

second. We'll open it for discussion. I'll turn it
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over first to Commissioner Lowery.

MR. LOWERY: I made a misstatement in
the meeting. I said that the S&L Body Shop had been
paved before they went in there and my daddy told me
he thinks the County paved that, so we'll be in the
same shoes as the West Brow Community Center.

MR. ROGERS: Mr. Chairman, over the
break I thought about that as well and if we paved
that in the way of compensation for them allowing us
to use their property, then we can't tear up what we
offered to them as a benefit. Now, if we paved it
as -- in error and it should not have been paved,
then we're obligated only to return it to where it
was before the error was made.

MR. BRANDON: T was notified at the
break by someone, who will remain nameless, that the
parking lot was originally paved because as sole
commissioners, you could do such things and people
would vote for you. So that was not the case
because it was -- if it was paved for that reason, I
don't see that we have an obligation to repave a
parking lot that happened to have a dumpster in it
that is no longer there. There is no compelling
reason to spend County money for the benefit of one

community center or one private property anywhere to
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repave a parking lot or part of a parking lot that
was paved by somebody else to get votes originally.
Is there any other discussion? Hearing no
discussion, we'll call the vote. Ms. Moore?

MS. MOORE: Yes.

MR. BRANDON: Mr. Lowery?

MR. LOWERY: I would like to have the
question restated to leave North Dade out of it,
North Dade Body Shop out of it.

MR. BRANDON: Okay. So the motion =--
will you accept the change to the -- well,
Commissioner Lowery rescinded his change. So the
motion is to pave the area out at the West Brow
Community Center where the can used to be. So we
have a motion and a second. 1I'll call the roll.
Ms. Moore?

MS. MOORE: Yes.

MR. BRANDON: Mr. Lowery?

MR. LOWERY: Yes.

MR. BRANDON: Mr. Young?

MR. YOUNG: No.

MR. BRANDON: And the chair votes no.
The motion fails.

We're up to citizen participation.

Does anyone wish to address their fellow citizens?
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Seeing no hands and there being no executive session
scheduled and there being no further business before
this session of the Dade County Commission, we stand

adjourned until December. Thank you.
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